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~ Our relationship will continue to grow ~

30th Anniversary of
Sister City Relationship
Kurume and Modesto 2024
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Shingo Haraguchi
Mayor of Kurume

Kurume City and Modesto City signed a sister
city agreement in April 1992, and this year
marks its 30th anniversary. During this time,
the two cities have cooperated to conduct a
variety of citizen-led exchange events such as
cultural, sports, and youth exchange programs.
I would like to express my deep respect and
sincere gratitude to everyone involved for their
understanding and support for these sister city
exchange activities.

So far, approximately 1,000 people from
Kurume City have visited Modesto City, and
approximately 400 people from Modesto City
have visited Kurume City. Through friendship
exchanges in various fields, mutual
understanding and bonds between citizens
have been fostered, leading to the development
of human resources with an international
perspective and a cooperative spirit.

Even during the period when overseas travel
was not possible due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we were able to continue the
interaction between high school students in
both cities through online channels and
provide opportunities for them to meet and
talk with smiles.

The international situation is becoming more
complex due to frequent wars and conflicts. In
times like these, I realize that citizen-led
international exchanges are even more
necessary. 1 hope that the circle of friendship
between the two cities will continue to expand
through international exchange programs that
take advantage of our sister city relationship.
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On behalf of the residents of Modesto, I extend
our heartfelt appreciation and gratitude as we
celebrate the 30th anniversary of our sister city
relationship with Kurume. This milestone
stands as a testament to the enduring bonds
and shared experiences that have flourished
between our two cities over the years.

We are honored to join in commemorating
three decades of friendship, collaboration, and
cultural exchange. As we reflect on the
achievements and memories of the past 30
years, we look forward with optimism to the
continued growth of our friendships. May this
anniversary serve as a platform for even
deeper cultural enrichment and shared
prosperity between Modesto and Kurume.
Again, thank you for your dedication and
efforts in fostering this enduring relationship.
Here’s to the next chapter of our friendship and

the exciting opportunities that lie ahead.
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Sue Zwahlen
Mayor of Modesto
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Takumi Yoshitomi

Chair of Kurume City Council

On behalf of the Kurume City Council, I would
like to express my sincere congratulations on
the 30th anniversary of Modesto and Kurume
becoming sister cities.

Since Modesto City and Kurume City became
sister cities in 1992, there have been many
exchanges that have deepened the friendship
between citizens in many fields such as culture
and sports, with a focus on youth exchanges
including mutual exchanges between high
school students.

Nowadays, with the advancement of
globalization and the ability to send
information out to the world using social
media, it is becoming more and more
important for people to interact with each
other in order to overcome various differences
such as language and culture, and deepen
mutual understanding.

[ sincerely hope that the bonds of friendship
and trust that have been fostered between the
two cities will be passed on forever and
become the cornerstone of world peace.
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As Kurume and Modesto achieve the 30th
anniversary of their Sister City Relationship,
we are poised on an exciting path to develop
even deeper levels of understanding and
mutual respect in the years ahead.

Even during the years of Covid, our two cities
managed to maintain close contact and
exchange of ideas. Now we are springing
forward with renewed enthusiasm as we open
our homes and hearts to each other.

The many benefits to our communities that
emanate from our mutual exchanges and
communications are too numerous to count.
MSCI extends to you our greatest admiration
and appreciation. You have been a steadfast
partner. We thank you and look forward to

continuing our shared experiences.

Mary Barberis
President

Modesto Sister Cities International
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Introduction to Kurume City
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‘ Kurume City Overview ‘

Kurume City is located in the northern part of Kyushu and in the
southwestern part of Fukuoka Prefecture. It is situated approximately

40 km south of Fukuoka City. The city area is 32.27 km from east to { N >
west, 15.99 km from north to south, and has an area of 229.96kd. The AN -~ ~/
population is approximately 302,000. ) 7/(
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Water and Green Human City

Kurume City is located in the center of the Chikushi Plain, where
Kyushu’s largest river, the Chikugo River, flows. Blessed with
fertile soil and a warm climate, the area boasts the largest
agricultural output in Fukuoka Prefecture, with thriving
cultivation of grains, vegetables, seedlings, and fruits.

The city is the birthplace of Bridgestone Corporation, a global tire
manufacturer, and has developed as a city of rubber production.
Moreover, Kurume University Hospital and other medical
institutions are among the best in the country. In recent years, the
biotechnology industry has become more concentrated, and a
space industry that develops small artificial satellites has also
sprouted.

Many painters and musicians hail from the city, and the Kurume
City Art Museum and the Kurume City Plaza are always crowded
with people admiring the richness of the art on display.

The city is famous for flowers such as azaleas and camellias,
which can be enjoyed in all seasons. In addition, a variety of
festivals and events are held here, such as the Kurume Azalea
March in spring, the Kurume Water Festival and the Chikugo
River Fireworks Festival in summer, the Agricultural Festival in
fall, and the Sake Brewery Opening in winter. Popular gourmet

BENEZVEOTTVET, foods such as tonkotsu ramen and yakitori also attract tourists.
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Mino Mountain Range and Chikugo River ~ Kurume Shinrin Tsutsuji(Azelea) Park  Chikugo River Fireworks Festival Sake in Kurume
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Introduction to Modesto City
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‘ Modesto City Overview ‘ San Francisco%T
Modesto City is the county seat of Stanislaus County, California, the U.S. \\

It is situated 148 km east of San Francisco and approximately 470 km
northwest of Los Angeles. The area is approximately 116 kni. The population

is approximately 223,000.
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Water, Wealth, Contentment, Health

Modesto City is located in the heart of the Central Valley, a
fertile agricultural region in California. Agricultural production
is flourishing, and the U.S.’s leading food processing companies
such as Blue Diamond Growers and E&J Gallo Winery are
located here.

The Modesto Symphony Orchestra is based at the Gallo Center
for the Arts, a cultural facility, and has been loved by citizens
since its first performance in 1931. The Modesto Nuts baseball
team (affiliated with MLB’s Seattle Mariners) is also based in
Modesto City.

The city is the birthplace of George Lucas, director/creator of
films such as ‘Star Wars’ and ‘Indiana Jones.” His film
‘American Graffiti’ depicts the youth of Modesto in the 1960s,
where he spent his youth.

The mansion built in the 1880s by Robert McHenry, a local
rancher and banker, is a historic landmark and tourist attraction.
Every October, International Heritage Festival is held to
introduce multinational culture and cuisine, which is crowded
with many people.

RINYY)—=32—TVTh EEH 7 —~
McHenry Museum Mural Art
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[Hosting Students from Modesto]
End of July, for 12 Days 11 Nights

During their stay, Modesto students have a
homestay with goodwill ambassadors, attend a
welcome party, and visit a high school to
experience Japanese culture. In addition, study
tours, both in Kurume and beyond, are also
conducted.

[Sending Students to Modesto}

Beginning of August, for 13 Days 11 Nights

Kurume students have a homestay with the
Modesto students. By communicating with their
host families and visiting places around the city, the
students can experience firsthand the American
lifestyle and culture and deepen their knowledge of
both. In addition, study tours to nearby cities such
as San Francisco are also scheduled.

[Hosting Students from Hefei]
Beginning of August, for 7 Days 8 Nights

Hefei students have a homestay with the Kurume
students, participate in the welcome party and
cultural interactions, visit a school and join in the
Water Festival Parade. In addition, study tours,
both in Kurume and beyond, are also conducted.

[Sending Students to Hefei}
Middle of August, for 7 Days 8 Nights

Kurume students have a homestay with the Hefei
students. During their stay, they visit a school and
the City Hall to meet a deputy mayor as well as
many other places in Hefei to get a taste of
authentic lifestyle and cross-cultural experiences.
In addition, study tours to Shanghai are also
scheduled.

Junior Soccer Tournament

This is a soccer tournament for elementary school
students with a total of 32 teams, including one
team each from Hefei City, China, and Daegu
Metropolitan City, South Korea. Players from both
teams have a homestay with players from Kurume
City.
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Kurume Kokusai (International) Day

An exchange event is held where you can enjoy
international music and dance performances on
stage, food booths featuring each country’s
specialty, and exhibition booths introducing
international exchange activities.

East-Asia Flower Walking League

To promote exchanges and friendship among
walkers from Japan, South Korea, and China, this
league has been formed with the following three
events: the International Walking Festival (March)
in Seogwipo City, South Korea, the Kurume
Azalea March (April) in Kurume City, and the
International Acacia Walk in Dalian (May) in
Dalian City, China.

Multicultural Coexistence Lecture

We hold a multicultural coexistence lecture to
create a society where people of different
nationalities and ethnicities accept each other’s
cultural differences and live together in the local
community.



Kurume, Japan Youth exchange program
for high school age students in summer

[Sending students to Kurume]

Mid July for 12 days

Modesto students spend homestay
visits with the Kurume students, attend
a welcome party and visit high schools
to experience Japanese culture.

In addition, study tours both in
Kurume and vicinity are scheduled
in the program.

[Hosting students from Kurume in Modesto]

Early August for 12 days

Kurume students spend homestay
visits with Modesto students. Include
in the program are cultural activities,
visiting local high schools, local city
government, some food and farming
businesses. Furthermore, visit to
historic city museums, and Great
Valley Museum at Modesto Junior
College are also included.

Laval, France Youth exchange
program for high school age up

to 22 years

Student exchanges between Laval,
France and Modesto, USA take place
during June and July for 3 weeks.
Host families and MSCI Laval
committee coordinate all activities for
this homestay cultural exchange.

Aguascalientes, Mexico

Recent activities: reaffirmation of
sisterhood in 2023, coordinating joint
projects between Rotary Club and
MSCI that benefited hospitals in
Aguascalientes.

Future plan: organizing meetings
with wine producers and university in
Modesto area.

Vernon, Canada

In 2024, Modesto will visit Vernon
for the purpose of wine tasting after a
hiatus due to COVID. Also we will
look to begin a vintner exchange in
2025
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Khmelnytskyi, Ukraine

June 2022: MSCI organized a
Borscht dinner at Modesto Centre
Plaza fundraiser to help our sister city
during the war with Russia. We
served 500 Modesto citizens and
raised $75,000. We were able to
provide fund to purchase generators
for the regional hospital, baby monitors
for the pediatric hospital and other
medications and medical supplies.
Open World Program, Congressional
Office for International Leadership
events: USA-Ukraine Foundation.
Khmelnytskyi sends delegation to
Washington DC first. Afterwards,
the delegation stops in Modesto for 1
week program each time is a different
theme/topics.

MSCI will host 10 orphan children
Spring 2024 to give them a reprieve
from the war. A fundraiser for
Ukraine is planned with a film festival
at the State Theater.

150th Modesto Anniversary
Gala 2023

MSCI hosted sister cities of Kurume,
Japan, Vernon, Canada, Khmelnytskyi,
Ukraine, Aguascalientes, Mexico and
Laval, France to celebrate City of
Modesto 150th anniversary in
September 2023.

There were 6 guests from Kurume
(led by Mayor Haraguchi), 4 guests
from Laval, 1 from Vernon and 7
from Aguascalientes.

International Heritage Festival
MSCI participate with International
Heritage Festival non profit
organization each year on the first
Saturday in October. The festival is
dedicated to building a community by
providing the annual FREE family
oriented celebration of international
heritage and our shared American
heritage.
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Program carried out by Kurume
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The Mayor of Modesto City, the U.S. and the International Exchange
Committee of the city propose a sister city agreement with Kurume City.
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A delegation from the Kurume Junior Chamber visits Modesto City and meets

with the Mayor of Modesto City, the President of the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry of the city, and other parties involved.
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A delegation from Modesto City visits Kurume City to discuss future
exchanges between the two cities.
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The Mayor of Kurume City, the Chairman of the City Council, and the Director

of the Kurume International Exchange Association visit Modesto City and
promise to sign a sister city agreement in the spring of the following year.
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Kurume City and Modesto City sign a sister city agreement.

Program carried out by Modesto

Timeline of the Sister City Relationship 1990 — 20017
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Start of the dispatch of delega-
tions from Kurume City (people
from administrative bodies,
councils, and the private sector
as well as students)

Start of the dispatch of students
from Modesto City

Start of the mutual dispatch of
high school students for a
youth exchange program.

As of 2023, 176 students have
been dispatched from Modesto
City and 338 students from
Kurume City

Donations collected for flood
damage in Modesto City with
approximately three million yen
donated

Delegation commemorating the
5th anniversary of the sister city
agreement dispatched to
Modesto City to participate in
commemorative events

Stanislaus Symphony Orchestra
dispatched to Kurume City to
participate in a concert

Modesto Symphony Youth
Orchestra dispatched to Kurume

City to participate in a concert




2002 — 20117

20712 — 2023
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Delegation commemorating the
10th anniversary of the sister
city agreement dispatched to
Kurume City to participate in
commemorative events

Start of the dispatch of goodwill
ambassadors (junior high school
students) (until 2011)

Delegation commemorating the
15th anniversary of the sister
city agreement dispatched to
Modesto City to participate in
commemorative events

Delegation from Modesto City
dispatched to Kurume City
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Delegation commemorating the
20th anniversary of the sister
city agreement dispatched to
Kurume City to participate in
commemorative events

Delegation commemorating the
25th anniversary of the sister
city agreement to Modesto City
dispatched to participate in
commemorative events

Youth exchange program held
online due to the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic

(until 2022)

Youth exchange program
restarted face-to-face
interactions among high school
students, for the first time in
four years

Delegation from Kurume City
dispatched to Modesto City to
participate in commemorative
events celebrating Modesto
City’s 150 anniversary
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